
From Partick to Blantyre:
commemorating David
Livingstone

On the 4th May the annual Blantyre walk took
place with over 50 pilgrims making the 14 mile trek

from St Simon’s along
the Clyde walkway to
the David Livingstone
Centre in Blantyre. It is
a stunning walk along
the Broomielaw through

Glasgow Green past the athletes’ village for the 2014
Commonwealth Games. The final stretch from
Uddingston hugs the banks of the Clyde, passing
through some beautiful countryside and landmarks
including Bothwell Castle and then the Centre itself.

This year’s walk was part of the Livingstone 200th
Anniversary programme and therewere enquiries from
far and wide to join it.

The event is usually held on the first Saturday in May.
All interested in pilgrimage are welcome to join
next year.

RCIA: Tuesdays 6.30pm, St Peter's Presbytery

ASCENT: 3rdTuesday of month 1pm, Café Simon

SVDP: Alternate Thursday 7.30 pm

ADULT EDUCATION: Tuesdays 7.30 in St Peter's Hall

Parish Pastoral Council: 1st Monday of 3rd month 7 pm

Parental Baptismal preparation: last Tuesday of the month 7 pm

West End Deanery Marriage preparation: February and September

Communion to the sick and housebound: 1st Sunday of the month after 10 amMass

Café Simon
Saturdays 1 pm for the Street people
Sundays 1.30 pm for the Street people
Mondays 1 pm for the congregation

Many thanks to Peckham’s for their generous gifts of food.

St Simon’s 33 Partick Bridge Street, G11 6PQ Tel. 0141 339 7618
Polish Chaplaincy 4 Park Grove Terrace, G3 7SD Tel. 0141 339 9163
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Church cleaning rota
Week 1: Yorkhill
Week 2: Partick
Week 3: Western Gate
Week 4: The Polish Chaplaincy

Mass times
Daily Mass 12.30pm
St Simon’s 6pm Vigil (Polish)
Sunday: 10am (English) 12 noon (Polish) 6pm (English)
St Peter’s 6pm Vigil (English)
Sunday 10am (English) 12 noon (English) 3pm (Polish)
Saturdays 10am only

Welcome to our summer and 21st edition of Keynotes. 
In this edition we focus on the major project we
undertook to mark this Year of Faith: our newly installed
stained glass windows.
This has been a remarkable
achievement considering fundraising
began in January. The finished
commission is a stunning addition
to the church building and, 

as the Artist says, a focus for
contemplation and meditation 
for all.
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After St Simon’s was comprehensively refurbished
between 2005 and 2008 for its 150th anniversary
the Parish Council wanted to give the building
something extra to enhance it further.  It was
decided to wait until all the bills for the renovation
had been paid and then replace the plain glass on
the south facing windows with contemporary
stained glass. 

Artist Lorraine Lamond whose work can be seen in
a number of churches in the Archdiocese
submitted a proposal for a set of four windows
depicting scenes from the life of our patron Simon
Peter.  With the credit crunch affecting artists even
more perhaps than others we were confident we
could raise £20 000 that would keep Lorraine in
work for six months.

The first challenge was to avoid a confrontation
with the classical 1858 stained glass in the
sanctuary which is among the oldest stained glass
in Glasgow.  The fact that the side windows are
deeply recessed means that people entering the
church are not immediately faced with two
contrasting approaches.  In fact Lorraine’s design
for St Simon’s, because of the overall context, is
more figurative than usual.  The window nearest
the sanctuary is the darkest while the one nearest
the entrance is quite light.

This offers a sequence to the Gospel stories.  
The first is of Simon Peter labouring in the night to
catch fish.  In the second, having been called by
Jesus and thinking he can walk on water, he falls
beneath the waves.  In the third he proclaims his
faith in Jesus as the Messiah.  The last is of Peter-in-
Chains, a story from the Acts of the Apostles with
which we might be less familiar.

The work, which was installed in lovely weather
during Easter week has been well received.  Since
St Simon’s is a correctly “oriented” church (facing
east) in summer there is the impression of the sun
filling the windows during the day.  We believe that
this can only deepen the experience of those who
“pop” into our open-all-day church for a prayer or
out of curiosity as they read about the ups and
downs in the life of our patron.  Our faith is not all
sweetness and light.

At a recent charity concert in the church by violinist
Sandie Bishop local people who had never
previously been in St Simon’s confessed to being
bowled over by the ambience.  As it happens the
building had just had its annual deep clean with the
floor re-oiled as recommended.  And the concert
raised £400 for Emmaus Glasgow, one of our
favourite charities. 
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Lorraine Lamond was
commissioned by St Simon’s to
create the four stained glass
windows which now grace the
church. Born in Dumfries, Lorraine
went on to study at the Glasgow
School of Art 1981-85 and
achieved a first class honours
degree in Stained glass and

Mosaic. This was followed by a post graduate diploma in
Painting.

Since then, she has worked exclusively in glass and prior
to her St Simon’s commission  was commissioned  to
design stained glass windows for both  St Alphonsus and
St Mungos in the city. Lorraine says she is “fantastically
excited by the prospect that the Church is commissioning
new works of art today.”

The four stained glass windows in St Simon’s depict key
points in Simon Peter’s journey of faith. In the first window
(nearest the sanctuary) the call of Simon Peter to follow
Jesus, as he cast his nets on the Sea of Galilee, is depicted.
The next one captures the drama of Jesus urging Simon
Peter, “Do not be afraid” as he fears drowning in 

the raging sea.
This is followed
by Simon Peter’s
profession of faith
in Jesus, “You are
the Christ, the
Son of the living
God”, and Jesus’
response, “You
are Peter, and on
this rock I will
build my church.”
The final window
depicts Simon
Peter being freed
from prison chains
by an angel of the
Lord.

Lorraine said she wanted to portray “Simon Peter’s struggle
with his humanity and spiritual frailty” in contrast to his
“great physical strength.” His life changed out of all
recognition on his meeting with Christ. 

“I use my own personal experience of my faith journey and
the action of Christ in my life to inform my work and my
understanding of the Gospel stories and how I portray
them. Above all, I want to convey to the viewer the Truth of
these stories. Simon Peter is our story.”

Finally she says, “The windows are not only meant to
enhance the building but also assist in meditation and
reflection on key aspects of Scripture. I felt inspired while
making them and hope others will find contemplation in
these works.”

If you wish to view more of Lorraine’s works go to
www.freewebs.com/lorrainelamond you won’t be
disappointed.

PORTRAIT OF 
THE ARTIST

PARISH COUNCIL

On behalf of the Parish Council, which supported
the proposal to install stained glass in the north
facing windows of the church, I would like to
thank all those who responded to the invitation
to contribute to its cost.  We have almost reached
the target of £20 000 which is what we estimated
to be the cost of the materials and work.

To mark the Year of Faith, we invited all those
who used St Simon’s this year to put forward their
names to be included on a plaque which will be
placed in the church.  It is expected that this work
will be completed shortly.  The plaque will be
placed on the wall beside the pulpit.

James McShane, PPC Chair
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