
POLISH UPDATE
The 2007 reorganisation only partly succeeded. It failed
tomove a significant number of worshippers to St Peter’s.
At 12 on Sundays there are still people standing outside St
Simon’s in the rain even though there is now also a Vigil
Mass in Polish in St Simon’s on Saturday evenings.
However, the change was successful in bringing more
Polish priests to the Archdiocese. When Father
Wojciech Swiatkowski was in St Peter’s he brought other
priests from his congregation, the Society of Christ, who
now run St Anne’s in Dennistoun. It would appear that
just as the Poles are everywhere in housing, work and
places of leisure so they must be scattered around all the
parishes. However, it is good they still have churches
where they can have Mass and the other sacraments in
their own language.

Fabric and Finance
The 150th Anniversary of St Simon’s in 2008 provided
Willy with the opportunity to ask the parish community,
and lots of others, to work together to restore the church
and make it fit for the next 150 years. It certainly needed

work done. The paintwork was flaking, the lino was
cracking, the roof was leaking and the heating, at best,
was dodgy.

Willy inspired, encouraged, cajoled and persuaded people
to support the cause in many different ways.

The foundation of the fundraising was £100,000 received
from Historic Scotland who had to be convinced that the
church served the wider community. I met their officer
one morning in the church porch. We had just started to
talk when two ladies came in.“I told you it would be open.
St Simon’s is always open!” It transpired she was visiting
from California having left Partick many years earlier. He
turned to me smiling, “Did you arrange that especially for
me?”When he then heard of how the church serves the
wider community every week of the year, the grant was
secured.

WhenWilly departs it is up to all of us tomake sure that St
Simon’s continues to do that.Willy deserves nothing less.

John McCormick

SVDP
When Willy arrived St Simon’s did not have an SVDP
conference. He was heard to say, “We can’t call ourselves a
Parish if we don’t have an active SVDP!”

Twelve years later we have 8 active members in the
Conference and have established the Café as a place of
friendship and sanctuary for our Street People. This is fully
financed by the Parish through Sunday giving and a rota of
over 20 serve Friday evening supper, and Saturday, Sunday
lunch. Peckham’s have supported Café Simon from the
outset: providing soup, sandwiches and cakes.

The annual bus run for older parishioners is now a well-
established date on the calendar as is the bus run for the
Street people who attend the cafe

Saturday Club
The Saturday Club meets on a fortnightly basis in
Café Simon. We have 14 regular members and are always
looking to increase on this. The Club has been running
for over 4 years and has been involved in a number of

initiatives such as knitting baby wear for The Innocents
in Glasgow, an annual retreat, and the odd lunch outing.
Why not come along and join us for some tea and chat.

Everyone’s welcome.

ASCENT: spirituality for older people
Our ASCENT groupwas the first to be established in Scotland
and was very much encouraged by Father Slavin. At each
meeting members are invited to reflect on their mission of
friendship as practised in their daily lives. Next year 2014 is
a special year since it is the 10th anniversary of ASCENT
coming to Scotland. We thank Father Slavin and wish him
well in his retirement.

Visitors are always welcome to our meetings. Meetings are
always 3rdTuesday of themonth 1 pm. Recently two visitors
fromUSA, who had heard about ourmeetings, were looking
for information to take back to their own parish.

Contacts are Tom Ross (tomross1@sky.com) or Anne
Mooney 0141 334 4309.
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It is with a heavy heart that we put together this special edition 
of Keynotes to mark the retiral of our inspirational Parish Priest, 
Father Willy Slavin, who leaves us officially on the 4th October.

In this edition we pay tribute to the
leadership he has given over the 12 years 
he has been with us.

In that time, he has established many
traditions: the 5am Easter Vigil; lifelong
learning through Education in Faith;
fundraising that has literally raised and
replaced the roof, to name but a few. 

Above all, he has allowed so many of us to
feel and be part of a wonderful, vibrant
community.  We are indeed blessed to have
had him as our spiritual leader and friend.

Willy has asked that he be allowed to go
quietly and use his Golden Jubilee in March
2014 as a time for celebration. We wish him a
long, healthy and fulfilling retirement.
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St Simon’s 33 Partick Bridge Street, G11 6PQ    Tel. 0141 339 7618
Polish Chaplaincy  4 Park Grove Terrace,  G3 7SD    Tel. 0141 339 9163

All at Keynotes would like to thank Gail from Geo-Graphics, Argyle Street 
for the wonderful design job she does for us.
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The first reason is when

the new church opened in

Hyndland St in 1903, the

old church was turned into

a hall for general use.  Later

a sliding screen was

installed and it was also

used for Sunday Mass

although  the presbytery

was occupied by a local

family. 

The second reason is that after the Second World War the

Archdiocese wanted  a church for the Kelvinhaugh area.

Nothing suitable could be found  in

Kelvinhaugh so  the old building was

pressed back into service even

though it was on the Partick side of

the River Kelvin.  That’s when it was

given the name  St Simon’s and Fr

Robertson came as parish priest

from being curate in St Peter’s.

The third reason is that when the tenements between the

Kelvin and Dumbarton Rd were being demolished in the

‘50s and ‘60s the Archdiocese

intended to close  St Simon’s.

However the Archdiocesan Archivist,

Fr Paddy Tierney, who was from

Kelvinhaugh, asked to keep it open.

£40 000 that had been saved  by

parishioners was spent refurbishing.

It  became busy with those looking for Mass outwith their

own parish including Polish veterans and also, for a while,

Italians.

The fourth reason was that, contrary to rumour, during the

reconstruction of the area there was  no attempt to buy

the building.  Indeed the architect of the new flats thought

the church would enhance the area.   In 2005, at the death

of Pope John Paul II, because of the Polish connection,

Historic Scotland offered, to the surprise of  the

Archdiocese,  £200 000 to restore the church in time for its

150th anniversary, provided matching funding could be

found.   There was £100 000 in the bank and another £100

000 came through fundraising.

If history is anything to go by there will always be people

willing and able to manage this unique inheritance.  It has

bequeathed Partick not only a classical Pugin church fit for

large crowds and great liturgies but also a multi-purpose

facility suited for simpler worship and more intimate

occasions.

I came to St Simon’s  by accident.

Having helped St Alphonsus in the

Calton celebrate its 150th

anniversary (and the 300th of its

patron’s birth) I had become

chaplain to the Queen Mother’s

Maternity and the Sick Children’s

Hospital Yorkhill when Fr Chalmers suddenly took ill and I

found myself unexpectedly back in a parish.  It has been a

wonderful privilege to worship with those who choose to

come to St Simon’s and to have been  part of its 150th

anniversary celebrations.

The last 3 parish priests left St Simon’s  in an ambulance

without ceremony.  All were younger than I am now.   Even

priests are entitled to a healthy retirement.   Otherwise

instead of the priest looking after the parish we will end

up with the parish looking after the priest.  I thank the

Editor of Keynotes for this very useful ministry of

communication.  I would like to use it finally to thank all

those who have contributed  to the life of St Simon’s over

the last 12 years especially those who took a turn on the

Parish Council.  I also wish to acknowledge the support of

Deacon Kernaghan (brought up in St Simon’s) and the

Notre Dame Sisters  and Marist  Brothers for their model

of healthy ageing.

May the example of Simon Peter, set free from his chains,

inspire us. 

Willy Slavin

Why does Partick have two Catholic churches? 12 Years of Education in 
Faith at St. Simon’s
St. Simon’s: 2000 - 2007
The primary task of this group was to put on
programmes of talks. We settled on a Wednesday night
meeting in St Simon’s café.

Initially we used video based material which meant
using Willy’s TV. One night I had to wrestle it from the
late Fr. Frank Kennedy, who was staying at the time.
Each video session allowed for discussion periods.
Often Willy would leave us to get on with it. 

Once we had ‘matured’ we moved on to live
presentations

with guest speakers giving either a single talk or a
series on a theme, such as lent or Easter. 

Finally, we matured to the point of having shorter talks
given by parishioners, no doubt a subplot on Willy’s
part. Willy also contributed. These differing sessions
lead to lively discussions.

One night we out-voted Willy on a proposal he made
to dispense with the second reading on Sundays,
apparently an original intention of Vatican II.

Numbers attending were usually respectable, but
limited by the capacity of the café, about 20 max. So
we moved to the church for Seder meals, which was
the climax of any Lent programme and always very
enlightening.

The group also had some responsibility for RCIA. This
saw some parishioners take on the role of instructing
candidates on a one to one basis from January
onwards; further evidence of maturity of the parish. I
think we had candidates join the church every year at
our 5 am Easter Vigil. Some of these have become very
active in the parish or St. Peter’s.

Another activity was the promotion of Fairtrade goods.
We had goods available for sale once a month.

We also hosted a play on Paul in the church and the
Education in Faith brief also encompassed the Ascent
Group

St. Simon’s & St. Peter’s: 2007-2013
Our ability to expand would have been limited in St.
Simon’s. 

Fortuitously, Willy was also appointed parish priest to
St. Peter’s. So we had access to St. Peter’s Hall and to
St. Peter’s parishioners. We joined forces and embarked
on programmes of Tuesday night talks. These have
grown from strength to strength: in terms of audience
numbers (80+ sometimes); in terms of attracting
attenders from beyond Glasgow; in terms of a wide
range of highly professional speakers, both clerical and
lay (including parishioners), both from Glasgow and
beyond, both members of the church and from other
denominations (the list is too long to cite); and, most
importantly, in terms the wide range of topics and
lively and informed discussions on them. Topics have
included: advent focus, lent focus, Easter focus, the
year of Paul, The Creed, celebrations (sacraments,
prayer), conduct (commandments), the new
evangelisation, electronic evangelisation, strands of
faith (schools program), documents of Vatican II, the
father’s of the church, the Council of Trent.

These topics reflect Willy’s vision and his awareness of
the issues of the moment. The objective has been
education of us all. A testament to this is that another
parish is starting a similar series of talks – on Tuesdays
unfortunately!  Well imitation is the sincerest form of
flattery

Willy organised pretty much most of this double parish
programme and was present to chair most talks. He
did slink off every November for the annual Roman
mass and dinner, but he was deserving of one night a
year off, was he not?

Ben Torsney
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